The advanced fossil reptile Leptopleuron (Telerpeton) 
INTRODUCTION
The Elgin fossil reptile Leptopleuron (Telerpeton) has been recognised in recent works by M. Bartholomew (1976) and P. J. Bowler (1976) (Himmelfarb, 1962;  Desmond, 1979) and, in his role as bogeyman of nineteenth century British palaeontology, he is assumed to have acted unscrupulously in this matter . However, I suggest here that it was Lyell who moved fast to have Mantell describe the specimen to bolster his anti-progressionist position, and that Owen was, in fact, the victim. New evidence shows that the reptile was destined to be described by Owen, and that he examined it well before Mantell saw it.
In the present paper, I describe briefly the feud between Owen and Mantell, and analyse in more detail the sequence of events surrounding the description of the Elgin reptile from largely unpublished archive material. I attempt to assess the motives of the participants in terms of their personal interactions and in terms of their views of the history of life.
The archives of letters used in the following were obtained from the Alexander Turnbull Library, Wellington Fig. 4 shows the remains of a cranium. Fig. 5 is a restoration of the skeleton preserved in two counterpart blocks (Figs 8, 9 ). Fig. 6 
